Lord, I Want To Be a Christian

African-American spiritual

CONSECRATION
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Deut. 6:5-6; 10:12-16

N1 ; : : | | .
M+L f I 1 1N | I I ! L | I ]
iz I e e To i I I — ‘ﬂ%
o == | i‘—#—% ' ]
I Lord, I  want to be a  Chris-tian in my heart, in my  heart;
2 Lord, I  want to be more lov-ing in my heart, in my heart,
3 Lord, I  want to be more ho -1ly in my heart, in my heart;
4 Lord, I ~ want to be like Je-sus in my heart, in my heart;
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Lord, I want to be a Chris-tian in  my heart.
Lord, I want to be more lov-ing in my heart.
Lord, I want to be more ho -ly in my heart.
Lord, 1 want to be like Je - sus in  my heart.
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In my heart, in my heart,
In my heart, in my heart,
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Lord, I want to be a Chris-tian in my heart.
Lord, I want to be more lov-ing in my heart.
Lord, I want to be more ho -ly in my heart.
Lord, I want to be like Je - sus in my heart.
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Many of the enslaved of antebellum America did not want to
secome Christians because they did not want to adopt the
religion of their captors. But this spiritual attests that the

Christian faith was an internal strength and aim for many.

Tune: I WANT TO BE A CHRISTIAN

8.6.8.3. with refrain

African-American spiritual
Arr. Joyce Finch Johnson, 1992



