September 27, 2026

Exodus 17:1-7

God's Sustaining Presence

...l would like to beg you dear Sir, as well as | can, to have patience with everything unresolved in your
heart and to try to love the questions themselves as if they were locked rooms or books written in a very
foreign language. Don’t search for the answers, which could not be given to you now, because you would
not be able to live them. And the point is to live everything. Live the questions now. Perhaps then,
someday far in the future, you will gradually, without even noticing it, live your way into the answer.

Rainer Maria Rilke, 1903, in, “Letters to a Young Poet”.

Today’s Bible story, as God’s people wander in the wilderness and begin to be disgruntled and fractious,
is packed full of questions.

Moses first asks, “Why do you quarrel with me?” and immediately after, “Why do you test the Lord?”

The people chorus back with a question of their own, asking, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt to kill
us and our livestock and our children with thirst?”

Finally, Moses, fearful he will be killed, pleads to God, “What shall | do with the people?”

In the end, the area where they are wandering brings up so many questions that they decide to name
the place after the question they all keep asking, “Is the Lord among us or not?”

A century and a couple of decades ago, the poet Rilke urged his young correspondent to “live the
guestions.” Moses and his people certainly lived the questions in this story. But are they the kind of
guestions that deepen relationships or cause more alienation?

Are we willing to ask questions of God, of our leaders, and of each other that draw us into better
conversations? And what would it mean to consider the questions on our minds, rather than just ask
them? What would it mean to sit with the questions over time? How might the questions deepen and
enrich our faith? What questions strengthen and empower our faith communities? Which questions
encourage and support community leaders? Which questions are worth living? Can we begin asking
those questions, here and now?



