October 25, 2026

Matthew 22:34-46

The Compassionate Life

People ask Jesus questions for a variety of reason. Sometimes they want to seek answers or ideas. They want to
know more about themselves and their place in Christ’s kin-dom. They want to hear Jesus’ teachings and stories.
And sometimes, they just want to trick Jesus, or trip him up. They want to ask him a question with no answer.

When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one
of them, an expert in the law, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which commandment
in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “ ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and first commandment. And a
second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” On these two commandments hang all
the Law and the Prophets.”

After this exchange, Jesus asks a question that those gathered cannot answer, about the nature of humanity and
divinity. Question and answer exchanges are part of living and loving. On this Higher Education Sunday, we honor
those institutions connected with the United Church of Christ where questions are welcome not as a barrier to
faith, but as a sign of it.

There are 48 educational institutions related to the United Church of Christ, including academies, colleges,
universities, and seminaries. They span the United States. Each is independent, self-governing, and fully
accredited.

Each institution expresses partnership with the church. Closely related schools participate as full members of the
UCC Council for Higher Education. Others are historically related, which means they recognize a past relationship
with the church but are not full members of the Council.

These institutions provide opportunities to explore moral values, the importance of social responsibility, an ethic
of service, and the ability to think critically. Many have campus ministries that are ecumenical and interfaith. Each
embodies the UCC ethos where God is Still Speaking (https://www.ucc.org/about/higher-education/).


https://www.ucc.org/about/higher-education/

