October 11, 2026
Philippians 4:1-9

Praiseworthy Living

Today is Laity Sunday, the day we celebrate the many astounding gifts of people who are not authorized
or ordained ministers and yet serve the church in manifold ways. On this day, we remember that the
priesthood of all believers means that every person has a vital part to play in the life of local
congregations.

Laity Sunday is a day of joy, a day to remember that when we focus on standing with one another, even
as we maintain a variety of perspectives or behaviors, we are living God’s dream for us. Laity Sunday is a
day to remember the gladness of giving into the spaciousness of God’s call and purpose for all people.
Laity Sunday is a day to focus on, as the letter writer exhorts in the epistle to the Philippians, “whatever
is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is
commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise.”

Laity Sunday is a day to remember that this journey can be full of wonder and bursting with possibility.
In short, Laity Sunday is a perfect day to play together. If you haven’t already, it’s a good day to check
out “Grow Your Church: A Board Game for Engaging the Marks of Faithful and Vital Local
Congregations”.

This game is designed to get people talking about church vitality through the Marks of Faithful and Vital
Local Churches. It will help deepen relationships with each other and with the congregation’s
covenantal partners while laughing, thinking creatively and having critical conversations.

This game is for the decision makers and strategic thinkers. It’s for the board room and the dining room
table. It’s for the flower arranging committee and the deacons. This game is for people who love their
church and want to experience it grow in vitality and faithfulness. Roll the dice and move about a
garden path with your church friends!

You can learn more about the “Grow Your Church: A Board Game for Engaging the Marks of Faithful and
Vital Local Congregations”, and order one for your own congregation at www.ucc.org.


https://www.ucc.org/grow-your-church-board-game-taps-into-needs-of-local-church/

