November 15, 2026

Matthew 25:14-30

Extravagant Opportunity

What if Jesus were telling this story now? Might it sound a little like this?

So, the reign of God is like a businesswoman, preparing to leave for the airport on a business trip, who
called three of her employees into the conference office. The employees sat somewhat nervously
around the conference table, not sure what to expect. The businesswoman arrived in a hurry and took
her customary place at the head of the table. Only then did they notice the large box that sat in front of
her on the table.

Then, one by one, she pulled three items out of the box. To the first employee, she gave a small but
powerful video camera. That employee immediately left the conference room and began conducting
interviews with her coworkers, asking them what had brought them to work at that company. She was
amazed about what she learned about people she worked with every day. This employee uploaded the
videos onto social media and a couple of them even went viral.

To the second employee, the boss gave a compact typewriter in a carrying case. The next day, during
lunch, he offered to type a poem about any subject his coworkers might choose. One by one, his
coworkers told him stories about the people they loved, the animals that made them laugh, the
mountains that inspired them. And this second employee wrote poems for them all. They shared the
poems with each other, delighted to get to know each other in this new way.

To the third employee, the businesswoman gave a pencil. But the third employee didn’t know what to
do. She stayed in her office alone many nights, just looking at that pencil and wondering what the boss
could have meant by giving her such a small and worthless gift.

When the boss came back, she praised the social media campaign of the first employee and thanked the
second employee for the increase in morale and sense of comradeship in the office. But with the third
employee, who, with a sheepish expression, tried to give her back the pencil, the boss was visibly
disappointed. “There are so many ways you could have used this tool, but you chose to do nothing. This
is a place for people to take risks and express their creativity, but you have twiddled your thumbs. Next
time, the gift will go to someone else altogether.”



