When All Seems Lost
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Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28

Joseph was a dreamer. He was also the child his father loved the most, which didn’t sit well with
his brothers. So much so, they plotted to kill their younger sibling. But not wanting Joseph’s
blood on their hands, they threw him in a pit instead. When the pit didn’t ease their guilty
conscience, they then sold the boy for 20 pieces of silver to a group of Ishmaelites on their way

to Egypt.

Yes, Joseph was a dreamer. And yes, he was the family’s golden child. But | believe what really
spurred the brothers’ hatred was that Joseph dared to dream.

“Here comes the dreamer,” his brothers would say with a biting sarcasm when Joseph
approached. Here comes the one with lofty ideas, with bold plans, with a vision that quite
honestly isn’t enviable but downright frightening because it holds a mirror to our inability to
embrace a new way of living.

And that’s the thing about dreams. They have the power to unsettle others. A reason why many
life coaches advise against sharing too freely our most treasured dreams with everyone,
because not everyone will understand and be supportive. Many a dream has been squashed by
a naysayer who thought they were listing all the cons out of love and concern for the dreamer.

What a shame it is that in our lives we give too much power to the opinions of others, especially
when it comes to our dreams, for those dreams just might be from God who, in the Bible,
communicated often in our nocturnal slumbering.

And when a dream is a God dream, they are never then the sole property of the dreamer. They
are for the making of a better world, which comes at the price of the old world having to come to
an end or at least make some big changes. Thus, why people often seek to kill dreams.

Yes, here comes the dreamer. No, | am not referring to Joseph, but to you, for we all have
dreams. Some so big they might seem impossible, but they are not. Some within reach, ready to
be grabbed hold of. And all with the ability to change life as we know it.

As Harriet Tubman once said, “Every great dream begins with a dreamer. Always remember,
you have within you the strength, the patience and the passion to reach for the stars and to
change the world.”

If all seems lost right now for you, my dear dreamer, it is not. Keep reaching. Keep believing.
God is with you.

Inspiring God, may today we find ourselves daring to dream once again. May we find the
strength to take those forgotten dreams off the dusty shelves of our hearts. May we believe
beyond belief, that with You, all things are indeed possible. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.
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