
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST  UNITED  

CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Pastor Katie Dailey 

OFFICE: 586-727-3155 

E-mail: firstunitedcc@outlook.com 

Website: 

www.firstuccrichmond.yolasite.com 

 

OFFICE HOURS:  

TUESDAY—THURSDAY 

8:30 AM - 12 NOON 

FRIDAY, 8:30 AM - 1 PM 

 

 

We are 

a Christian community 

called to love 

God and our neighbors 

as much as we 

love ourselves. 

 

No matter who. 

No matter what. 

You are 

welcome here. 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

RICHMOND, MICHIGAN 

March 2019 

continued on next page 

 

Dear Ones, 
 

Vegas is nothing if not a series of crazy pairings. The town is one of 
humanity’s tackiest and most garish creations, and it’s situated in 
the midst of one of God’s most beautiful creations—the Mojave  
Desert. There are gondolas in fake Venetian canals floating by Elvis 
impersonators. The Eiffel Tower stands proudly next to the Statue 
of Liberty. The Sphinx and the Great Pyramid tower over an IHOP. 
And a personal favorite: a billboard for the Mormon church appears 
next to one advertising an all male dance review from Australia 
called “Thunder from Down Under.” But from all these crazy things 
that seemingly have nothing in common, a city emerges—a commu-
nity that bridges the differences and unifies them into one joyful, 
celebratory spirit. Tell me that isn’t a lesson we need. The joining 
together of unexpected things breaks open our way of seeing the 
world. It helps us approach situations in a fresh way. In fact, here’s 
a statement I bet you never thought you’d hear: Vegas and Jesus 
have a lot in common.  
 
Jesus knew how to jar people out of their comfortable places and 
challenge old images with what might have seemed like crazy  
pairings: the kingdom of God and a mustard seed; the weakest as 
the greatest; a banquet table where the honored guests were tax  
collectors, prostitutes, and sinners. His images still jar us today. 
They make us stop, reconsider, and reevaluate. It’s like the old  
saying: “A comfort zone is a beautiful place, but nothing ever grows 
there.”  
 
When we jar our thinking, we shift our perspective. We begin to see 
and appreciate the marvelous diversity of God’s creation, things like 
heaven and earth, platypus and blowfish, Jerry Springer and Jerry 
Falwell. It’s a crazy, wondrous variety, and yet a variety from the 
same creator. As the Apostle Paul said, “Now there are varieties of 
gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the 
same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same 
God” (1 Corinthians 12:4-6).  



C h u r c h  N o t e s 

continued from previous page 

Paczki Pick-up Day, March 5… 
 

Paczki orders can be picked up 6 am  
until sold out. 

Pastor KatieD 

Today we are faced with factions, dividing lines, and anger. The only lens through which we seem 
to see is the lens of difference. And therein lies the problem—our current inability to see past the 
differences to our commonalities. I say current because we are capable of a much broader vision. In 
addition to the Thunder from Down Under and Mormon Church billboards, there is one featuring a 
photo of Abraham Lincoln with one of his most famous statements, “A house divided against itself 
cannot stand.” Underneath that familiar quote was a new phrase: “Civility is in you. Pass it on.” 
This was such a simple reminder, but one that hit me like a jet breaking the sound barrier. We have 
civility in us. Find it, remember it, and pass it on.  
 
One of my favorite poets, Mary Oliver, died of late. In her poem, “The Summer Day” she wrote:  
 

Tell me,  
what is it you plan to do  
with your one  
wild and precious life?  

 

I can’t imagine a better way to spend that wild and precious life than to dedicate yourself to seeing 
our commonalities first. Vegas? Why not. If Elvis and the pyramids can come together to create an 
oasis in the desert, then what greater thing might we build if we bridge our differences and come 
together with one joyful, celebratory spirit? Maybe we can Fast and Pray during Lent for Wisdom: 
wisdom for our government, wisdom for us as a community of faith. That they may all be one!  
 

Peace and Love,   

Daylight Saving 
Time begins 
March 10. Move 
your clocks for-
ward one hour. 

Lenten Potluck Wednesdays… 
March 13 thru April 10 
 

Join us Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm  
as we gather together to enjoy food, 
fun & fellowship and celebrate the 
Lenten season. 

Ash Wednesday, March 6… 

Service here at 12 noon  
with  imposition of ashes  
until 2 pm. Come back in the  
evening at 7 pm for Medita-
tion Prayer with soft music—
just enough to put away any 
negativity of the day and  
return home peaceful. 



 

First  
United Church of Christ 

One Great Hour of Sharing—March 31 

 

 

More than we can  
imagine… 
On Sunday March 31st we 
will collect the One Great 
Hour of Sharing offering. 
This is the special mission 
offering of the United 
Church of Christ that carries 
God’s message of love and 
hope to people in crisis. 
 
Ephesians 3:20, reminds us 
that we are not alone in our 
imagining a better world for 
all of God’s children. For it is 
God’s imagination that fuels 
and empowers ours! You see, 
God imagines a world 
where: 
♦ No one is left to face the 
 ravages of natural disaster 
 alone—neighbor helps 

neighbor, stranger helps 
stranger—for we are the 
church together. 
 

♦ Families displaced from 
 their homes can build new 
 lives. 
 

♦ Women are no longer  
 subject to discrimination 
 and gender-based violence. 
 

♦ Clean and abundant water 
 and ample sanitation  
 facile ties are available to 
 every person. 
 
God also imagines Christians 
of many traditions coming 
together to help make these 
things ever more a reality for 
more and more people!  For 
you see, our imagination of 

what might be is founded 
and grounded in what God 
envisions and hopes for. We 
can help – through our gifts 
of treasure and talent, 
prayer, and presence to 
make this world ever more 
like the way God imagined it 
would be! 
 
Please, give generously to 
the One Great Hour of Shar-
ing special offering on March 
31st so that your imagination 
might indeed be ever more 
joined with God’s!  
 
Envelopes will be provided 
in the Sunday bulletin. 

Thank you to everyone who 

purchased salsa and chips on 

Super Bowl Sunday. Our profit 

was $205.00 and it was sent on 

to the Blessings in Backpack 

program for Richmond Commu-

nity School students. 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who 

brings food for the Richmond 

Food Pantry! For the months of 

January and February an  

approximate total of $170.00 

worth of food has been donated. 

 

 

 

Dear First UCC, 

On behalf of Kids In Distress 

Services, we want to thank you 

for your donation of $50. Thank 

you for helping KIDS make a 

difference in a child’s life. 

In gratitude, 
 

K.I.D.S. 



In our prayers... 
This page in our newsletter shares prayer concerns and prayer opportunities within the life of our 
family of faith. By actively praying for the concerns presented, we strengthen our congregation, 
our brother and sister churches, our association and our conference.  

If you have prayer concerns you would like to see added to this page, or if you are aware of some-
one who should be included in our prayers, please contact Pastor Katie or call the office at 586-727
-3155. Please add the following concerns to your personal prayer time: 

+ Prayers for those in our congregation with long-term illnesses and their caregivers, and for 
those who are homebound or in nursing homes, especially for the following:  

  Lucille Trombley      Keith Murphy & Shelley Champion 

  Paulette & Ray Trombley   Marjorie Pentzien 

  Justine Achatz       Bob Reindel 

  Al & Mary Alice Busch    All those who are going thru dialysis or cancer treatment  

  Joe Burkhart’s son       

Make Cleaning Rewarding! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For many older and disabled 
adults who are struggling to 
remain in their own homes, 
simple tasks that we take for 

granted like dusting and vac-
uuming can become next to 
impossible. Not only can a 
cluttered or dirty house be un-
comfortable, but it can become 
a health and safety hazard. 
 
If you have a couple hours 
that you can offer to provide 
some light housekeeping for a 
struggling neighbor, you can 
make a real difference in 
someone’s life—and gain    
immeasurable rewards in the 

process! Grab a friend and 

clean as a team to make it 
even more enjoyable. You can 
help on a regular basis or just 
whenever you have some  
extra time. We will schedule 
around your other commit-
ments.  
 
For more details or to join our 
“Bucket Brigade,” please call 
586-757-5551. 
[Learn more about our work 
at www.ivcinfo.org] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Winter weather is here 
with a chance of snow. 
If you can help keep our 
church grounds safe by  
shoveling  the walkways 
around the church when the 
snow flies, please look at the 

schedule that is placed on the 
table in the narthex. Write 
your name on the signature 
line for the week or weeks that 
you would like to shovel the 
snow.  
 
Thank you. 



2019  

MISSION & OUTREACH CALENDAR 
 

February 03……….Super Sunday Salsa & Chip Sale 

February 24……...Hygiene Kit items due in church on or before February 24 
 

March 05……………Paczkis for Possibilities 

March 31…………..*One Great Hour of Sharing Offering  
 

May 12……………...*Blanket Sunday Offering 

May…………………...McRest, Armada—cakes needed 
 

June 09………………*Strengthen the Church Offering   

June 24………………Baby shower for Kids in Distress (KIDS) St. Clair 
 

July/Aug…………….School Kit items due in church on or before August 25 
 

October 06………….*Neighbors In Need Offering  

October 13………….Bread for the World Bread Sale 
 

November…………..Shoebox Christmas Gift Collection for KIDS 

          Boxes due in church on or before December 1 
 

December 22………*Christmas Fund Offering 

December 25……...Christmas Day Dinner 

 
*Envelopes will be provided 
 
Check the Mission bulletin board at the back of the church for the detailed list for the Hygiene  
and School Kits plus any other Mission updates. Look for canisters for the ongoing collection of  
Box Tops for Education, Crossroads Child Services, Coins for the Holy Joe’s Café Coffee for the 
Troops, and Keith’s Horseback Riding Therapy. 
 
The Richmond Food Pantry is always in need of food. Watch the newsletter for the items that  
are needed each month. 
 
Our congregation gives $600.00 annually to support the Richmond Good Samaritan Fund.  
Cash donations are always needed and welcomed. 
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT! 



 

March 17 - 23 
 

Joshua & Emily Houston 
 

Terri Houston 
 

David & Terry Hunger 

 

March 10 - 16 
 

Christine Hensch 
 

Kristie Hollick & Jesse 
 

Kyle, Jamie & Grant Hopp 

 

March 3 - 9 
 

Darrel & Sharlene Haws 
 

Tom & Christine Hebel 
 

Ginnean Henrie, Joshua & 
Savannah 

 

March 24 - March 30 
 

Alexa Livingston 
 

Sandy Knoell 
 

Carol Kulman 

First UCC’s Weekly Prayer Discipline for March 
 

      “Clip and Keep Reminders” 

 
 

 

 

March 3 (March counter: Chris Hensch) 

Greeters………….Pam Green & Joyce Townsend 

Ushers…………….Rich & Sue Weinert 

Lay Reader……..Mary Alice Busch 

Communion Preparer….Tom Hebel 

Communion Servers…….Karen E. & Joe B. 

 

March 10 

Greeters………...Mary Alice & Al Busch 

Ushers……………Ron & Kim Schrote 

Lay Reader…….Christine Hensch 

Altar Flowers…Mary Alice Busch 

 

March 17 

Greeters………...Karen Eltringham & Joe Burkhart 

Ushers……………Sharlene Haws & Tom Hebel 

Lay Reader…….Sue Weinert 

Altar Flowers...Merle Davies 

 

March 24 

Greeters………...Dave & Terry Hunger 

Ushers…………...Glen & Diane Porrett 

Lay Reader…….Joyce Townsend 

Altar Flowers...Darlene Furtaw & Shannon V. 

 

March 31 

Greeters…………Kathy & Terry Miller 

Ushers……………Joe Burkhart & Karen Eltringham 

Lay Reader…….Lucia Marshall 

Altar Flowers...The Trombleys 

 

April 7 

Greeters………….Ron & Kim Schrote 

Ushers…………….Rich & Sue Weinert 

Lay Reader……..Kim McCardell 

Communion Preparer….Mary Alice Busch 

Communion Servers:…...Glen & Diane Porrett 

Servers Rotation Schedule—2019 



What’s Going on at First UCC? 

  Mission  
Terry Miller (586-727-1726) 
 

Buildings and Grounds  
Terry Miller  (586-727-1726) 
 

Worship   
Sharlene Haws (586-727-9912) 
 

 
 
 

Finance  
Ron Schrote (586-925-8801) 
 

Stewardship  
Ron Schrote (586-925-8801) 
 

Memorial  
Sue Weinert (586-206-1719) 
 

Personnel  

Terry Miller  (586-727-1726) 

Sue Weinert (586-206-1719) 

The various committees and liaisons are as follows: 

Pastor Katie’s Office Hours and Pastoral Care 
Pastor Katie will be in her 
office at the church on 
Wednesdays & Thursdays. 
If there are situations that 
arise in which you need  
pastoral care on a day that 
Pastor Katie is not in the of-
fice, please call 586-727-3155 
and leave a message with 

Helen or on the answering 
machine. You can also give 
Pastor Katie a call:   
Cell number: 586-202-8644 
Home phone: 586-716-9543  
 
In the old days, hospitals and 
rehab/nursing facilities used 
to inform pastors when one 

of their flock was admitted. 
That doesn’t happen any-
more. Pastor Katie is always 
happy to receive your calls. 
 

 

   March 25 

If you would like to be an  
active participant in any of 
the goings on at First UCC  
or have any questions con-
cerning what our committees 

do, feel free to reach out to 
the committee liaison.  
 
The many committees that 
make sure things run 

smoothly are made up of  
volunteers, and each commit-
tee is represented by a 
church council member. 



First UCC  
Prayer Chain 
 

Pastor Katie     586-716-9543  

Sue Weinert     586-206-1719 

Diane Porrett     586-727-1374 

Mary Alice Busch    586-727-7009 

Paulette Trombley   586-506-5002 

Karen Eltringham   586-291-0615 

Shelley Champion   586-255-0387 

Christine Hensch   810-385-4391 

Traci Bartell     586-557-2264 

Kim McCardell    586-623-9833 

Joyce Townsend   586-727-9735 
 

Want to join our prayer chain? Please call 
the church office at 586-727-3155.   

 

Adopt-A-Bill 
Here’s How it Works: 

 

1) Take an Adopt-A-Bill envelope from  
  the display board in the narthex. 

2) Pick a bill from the board. 

3) Place your check (made out to First  
  United Church of Christ) or cash   
  along with the bill in the envelope. 

4) Place the envelope in the offering   
  plate or mail it to the church.  

Every contribution is greatly appreciated 
and helps to support our church. 

Listed below are your church council members. Please contact any  
one of them with any questions, comments or concerns. 

Your Church Council  

Name 

Steve Furtaw 

Mark Davis 

Ron Schrote 

Katie Dailey 

Sharlene Haws 

Terri Houston 

Terry Miller 

Jackie Waszkiewicz 

Sue Weinert 

 

Position 

New Member 

Treasurer 

Vice President 

Pastor 

Council Member 

Secretary 

Council Member 

Financial Secretary 

Council President 

 

Term Ends 

2021 

2020 

2019 

— 

2020 

2021 

2019 

2020 

2020 



   

  We wish a HAPPY BIRTHDAY to the following members and friends who are 
  celebrating their March birthdays:  

B E S T   
W I S H E S   
T O  Y O U !  

06 - Andra Jones 
06 - Krista Plucinski 

07 - Joyce Dubay 

07 - Terry Hunger 
09 - Al Busch 

15 - Fred Weeks Jr. 
22 - Garrett Esper 

24 - Drew Reindel 

25 - Terry Miller 
31 - Ray Trombley 

February 10………...46 
 

February 03………...40 
 

January 27…………..40 
 

January 20…………..39 

February 10……….$1,913.00 
 

February 03……….$2,968.00 
 

January 27…………$1,272.00 
 

January 20…………$1,915.00 

Attendance  

Call to Care Team: 

Mary Alice Busch...586-727-7009 

Shelley Champion...586-255-0387 

We also wish a HAPPY ANNIVERSARY to the following members and 
friends whose wedding anniversary is in March: 

19 - Ron & Kim Schrote 

Offerings 



Scripture Readings for March 
 

 March 03  Last Sunday after Epiphany Sunday  
       Exodus 34:29-35; Psalm 99; 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2; Luke 9:28-36, (37-43a) 
 
 March 10  First Sunday of Lent 
          Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16; Romans 10:8b-13; Luke 4:1-13 
 
 March 17  Second Sunday of Lent  
      Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18; Psalm 27; Philippians 3:17-4:1; Luke 13:31-35 
 
 March 24  Third Sunday of Lent 
      Isaiah 55:1-9; Psalm 63:1-8; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13; Luke 13:1-9 
 
 March 31  Fourth Sunday of Lent 
      Joshua 5:9-12; Psalm 32; 2 Corinthians 5:16-21; Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

Mission Statement: 
 

We are traveling life’s road: created by God, guided by Christ, empowered by the 
Holy Spirit and grounded in scripture. We strive to be individuals on a spiritual 
 journey and a community sharing God’s love with all. 

Office Hours 
 

The secretary is in the office on Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday from 8:30 am till  
12 noon and Friday 8:30 am till 1 pm. If you need additional assistance at other 
times, please send Helen an email at firstunitedcc@outlook.com or leave a phone  
message at the church office: 586-727-3155. Thank you. 

Vision Statement:  

 

The purpose of this church shall be to worship God, to preach the gospel of  
Jesus Christ, and to celebrate the sacraments; to realize Christian fellowship and 
unity within this church and the Church universal; to render loving service toward 
humankind; and to strive for righteousness, justice and peace. 





FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 68651 SOUTH FOREST 

RICHMOND, MI 48062 

 

Return address requested 

No Matter Who You Are  

Or Where You Are On Life’s Journey… 

You Are Welcome Here! 

First United Church of Christ  Pastor Katie Dailey daileystory@gmail.com 

cell: 586-202-8644   office: 586-727-3155  email: firstunitedcc@outlook.com 


