
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST  UNITED  

CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Rev. Denise Griebler 

denisegriebler1stucc@ 

gmail.com 

CELL: 630-297-1740 

OFFICE: 586-727-3155 

FAX: 586-727-8341 

E-mail: firstunitedcc@outlook.com 

Website: 

www.firstuccrichmond.yolasite.com 

 

OFFICE HOURS:  

TUESDAY—THURSDAY 

9:00 AM - 12 NOON 

FRIDAY, 9 AM - 3 PM 

Afternoons by appointment 

Pastor Denise is in Richmond on 

Tuesday, Thursday & Sunday 

 

We are  

a Christian  

community  

called to 

love God,  

love neighbor, 

love self,  

as Jesus taught. 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

RICHMOND, MICHIGAN 

December 2017 

continued on next page 

Beloveds,  
 

Do you want Christmas to come this year?  I do, with all my heart. 
But the hoopla, well, I’m not so sure about that.  I find myself want-
ing to join the bears and other creatures who hibernate!  Just give me 
a few candles, my journal and a nice wool blanket.  Ok, a thermos of 
hot chocolate, too. 
 

This morning I did what I always do.  I listened to NPR’s version of 
the news. Today’s issues ranged from the tax re/de-form bill that 
threatens the middle class in the long run while immediately raising 
the deficit, cutting programs that serve the poor (and all of us) and 
promising to enrich the super-rich and big corporations; to immigra-
tion; to fear-mongering by presidential tweet, to rising nuclear pow-
ers, to on-going wars, to the latest powerful men who have been 
brought down by inappropriate interactions at work that masquer-
ade as sex scandals, but which, in truth, are about power. I switched 
off the dial and said aloud to Bill, “I don’t think any of this will end 
well.” 
 

I do not have much hope up my sleeve. Maybe that’s good. It’s good 
to know what we don’t have to offer. When John the Baptizer was 
out preparing the Way, the powers-that-be sent the priests and the 
lawyers to ask John who he was.  John answered by telling them 
who he was not. “I am not the Messiah.” Well, then, who? “I am the 
voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of 
the Lord,’ like the prophet Isaiah said.” 
 

Rather than the crazy-making hoopla or conversely hibernating by 
candlelight, I think this is our Advent calling. Light a candle and be-
gin to make a Way out of no way. Don’t be afraid – which is all the 
angels ask of us. Remember that we (and our leaders) are human and 
not God. Don’t use this as an excuse for injustice, incompetence or 
unkindness. Act humbly and compassionately toward all. Unapolo-
getically proclaim that this is how human beings are meant to live.  
And fearlessly stake your reputation and your life on it. This is the 
humble hope that we have to offer this hope-hungry world. 

 
 

 



continued from previous page 

Advent begins with a knowing that we are in the dark and longing for God to do something about it. 
On the first Sunday of Advent the prophet Isaiah yearns: “O that you would tear open the heavens 
and come down!” He goes on to lament that people have forgotten God. It’s as if God has gone into 
hibernation and delivered us into the consequences of our God-and-neighbor-denying living. Where 
are you God?  
 

Imagine Isaiah under the night sky tearing his shirt. Plucking out his beard hairs. Ranting at God into 
the night sky, fist raised. (Sometimes this is what prayer looks and sounds and feels like.) But when 
the tears and words run out, into the dark star-scattered quiet, comes this deeper confession of faith: 
Even so . . . none the less . . . still, “Yet, O Lord, you are our Father/Mother; we are the clay, and you are 
our potter; we are all the work of your hands.”   
 

Christmas is God’s answer to our Advent yearnings. God comes to be with us. In a vulnerable baby 
born to poor parents stuck in the barn behind the inn who were on their way to register for taxes that 
will inevitably be bad news for them and people like them. Even so, God comes to be with them and 
with us, still shaping human beings, each and all, into the image of the One who has made us and 
loves us all. 
 

So light the candles. Quiet your hearts. Let hope and love shape you. Let them have their way in you 
and in the world. 
 

Blessed Advent and Merry Christmas!  
 

Love to all, 

Pastor Denise 

Worship this Advent and Christmas 
Weave worship into your Advent and Christmas plans. It will give you a chance to catch your 
breath and ground yourself in the hope, peace, joy and love of the season. 
 
 First Sunday in Advent we will light the first candle of the Advent wreath. 
 Second Sunday in Advent is Hanging of the Greens during worship. We’ll decorate the  
 sanctuary and recall the meaning of these preparations and sing lots of Christmas carols. 
► Blue Christmas, Sunday, December 10th, 7pm.  Candlelit Worship with fellowship afterwards.  
 Sometimes a loss – like the death of a loved one, an illness, a broken relationship, a big change in 
 your life (even if it’s a good one!) makes you not so sure you want to celebrate the way you used 
 to.  
 Third Sunday in Advent is Joy Sunday. We’ll have a kind of do-it-yourself Christmas paegent 
 and Pastor Denise’s husband, Rev. Bill Wylie-Kellermann will preach. 
Fourth Sunday in Advent is also Christmas Eve. We’ll gather for morning worship service at  
 11 am to light the 4th candle, pray and sing. 
Christmas Eve we will gather at 9 pm by candlelight. 
 
Come as often as you are able! 



We’re Selling Beautiful Christmas Trees at Our  
2nd  Annual UCC Christmas Tree Sale Fundraiser! 
 

Come on over and browse our 
trees.  We have Fraser Firs 
which are beautiful trees that 
are soft to the touch; we also 
have Blue Spruce and Scotch 
Pine. Prices start at $25. So 

come on down and select  
your Christmas tree. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Flower Calendar is  
displayed on an easel in the 
narthex for those who would 
like to donate altar flowers on a 
specific Sunday during the 
year. The postcards on the  
calendar reflect the dates when 

flowers are needed. Pick a post-
card that corresponds to the 
day you would like to  
provide flowers, address it to 
yourself, add your dedication 
and submit it to the church  
office. Please do not keep the 

card. We need the returned 
cards to acknowledge the  
donators and their dedications 
in the weekly bulletins. As your 
date draws near, Diane Porrett 
will mail your post-card back to 
you as a reminder to order 
your flowers. 
 

Flowers on the altar can be an 
expression of celebration for a 
wedding, birthday or other 
spiritual, life-altering moment. 
They can be a solemn remem-
brance of deceased family 
members and/or friends.  
Altar flowers are a beautiful 
expression of thanks for all of 
God’s blessings. 
 
Thanks to all the past and  
future contributors—your  
flowers make a beautiful  
addition to our church. 

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 
Because of each of you, the 
2017 Annual Holiday Gift  
Auction was a huge success!!! 
 
Each year, with your help, this 
fundraiser brings in money for 
our general fund. This year we 
brought in $3,125.00. We say 
nothing but THANK YOU 
from the bottom of our hearts. 

We couldn’t do this auction 
without the people who step 
up every year and help us: 
Glen Porrett, our church-
famous auctioneer; Sharlene 
Haws and Niki Schrote, our 
bid takers; Darrel Haws, our 
bid watcher; Shane Northam 
and Hanna Plucinski, our run-
ners; and the little elves who 

cleaned up the kitchen. Sue 
and I must say a special Thank 
You to our wonderful hus-
bands, Rich and Ron, who  
support us each year. 
 
Again we say Thank You and 
see you next year! 
 
Sue Weinert and Kim Schrote 

Sale Dates/Hours:  
 

Friday, Saturday, Sunday,  
December 1, 2 & 3  
Hours 1 to 5 pm 
 

If we have trees left to sell: 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday,  
December 8, 9 & 10  
Hours 1 to 5 pm 



Due to a parishioner allergy:  
 

First United Church of Christ is 
now a pineapple free zone.  
Please refrain from lotions, gums, fruit 
snacks, fruit juices, perfumes, air fresh-
eners and any other scent or flavoring 
with pineapple in it. 
 

Please do not bring anything for coffee 
hour that contains pineapple. This is 
really serious. Let's all do our best to take 
care of each other! 

Church Notes 
December Song Circle 
Sunday, December 3… 
 

Join us for potluck (5:30) and singing 
(6:30 – 8pm). Beth Ely will join us at the 
piano for some Christmas Carols and 
we’ll also have some time to circle round 
and sing out of Rise Up Singing or what-
ever songs rise up in your hearts. 

Euchre Party…returns in Feb. 

Join us on Sunday, 
December 10 at 7 pm 
for a candlelit worship 
service. Fellowship 
will follow the service 
and all are welcome. 

HO, HO, HO 
You’re invited to  

The 17th Annual First UCC Men’s 

Holiday Beverage Exchange! 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, December 16 

7 pm at Rich Weinert’s House 

70007 North Main Street  

(across from Madison) 

586-727-1139 or 586-484-1643 (cell) 
richweinert@comcast.net 

 
We’ll be working on an amazing secret 
craft project again this year. Bring a  
special holiday item to add to the craft 
project if you like. Also, we’ll be playing 
cards and enjoying good fellowship. 
Bring a snack and a beverage to share. 

Raise Your Voice—Join the 

Choir… 

We are looking for people who like to 
sing or those who have musical gifts 
they can offer in worship once in a 
while. If interested, please speak to our 
choir director, Beth Ely (718) 704-9672. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We’re looking for a few people to volunteer to 
shovel the walkways around our church when the 
snow flies. If you can wheel a snow shovel and don’t 
mind the cool crisp air, sign up on the schedule that 
is on the back table for the week or weeks that you 
are available to help keep our walkways clear of 
snow. Thank you. 

Community Christmas Day Dinner, 1 - 3 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First UCC is the only church 
in our community and sur-
rounding areas that serves a 
community Christmas Din-
ner. We’ve done this for so 
many years that we’ve lost 
count! What we know is that 
there are families and indi-
viduals that count on us to 
provide feast and fellowship 
on Christmas. We also bring 
meals to our first responders 
in Richmond so that those 

who are working on Christ-
mas day can share in the 
Christmas cheer. We’re grate-
ful that this year Beth Ely will 
play Christmas tunes on the 
piano during the meal. 
 
This year we are organizing 
things a little differently. The 
meal will be a little simpler to 
prepare (but delicious!).  
We’ve traded turkey and 
stuffing for ham and cheesy 
potatoes with all the fixin’s. 
We expect to serve about 125 
meals. 
 
We need your help! Call the 
church office to let us know 
you are coming . . . . or just 
show up if you  have a last-
minute urge to help! 

Here’s how you can support 
this important ministry: 
 

√ Donate to the Christmas 
  Dinner fund.  
 

 √ Help set up tables and  
  chairs after coffee hour on 
  December 17th 

 

 √ Make desserts! 
 

 √ Help serve the dinner. We 
  need help from 12:30 pm 
  til 3 pm, serving, clearing 
  tables, dishwashing, etc. 
  
 √ Help with clean up.   
  We need help from  
  3 – 4:30  pm.   

Poinsettias for Supper or Lunch 
Last year we started a new 
tradition. Instead of donating 
money for poinsettias to deco-
rate the church, we gave  
what you would have do-
nated for poinsettia plants to 
the Christmas Dinner and 
Backpack Blessings program 

in the Richmond Schools.  
There will be envelopes in the 
bulletin during the first two 
weeks of Advent and on the 
table in the narthex after that.  
Make your donation in mem-
ory or in honor of loved ones 
and we will list these in the 

Christmas Eve bulletin as we 
always did each year with the 
poinsettias.  
 
There will still be poinsettias 
gracing our sanctuary this 
Christmas!  Promise! 



Mission News... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas shoebox gifts for 
Kids In Distress Services are 

due in the church on or before 
Sunday, December 3rd. The 
gifts are for infants through 18 
years old, and the content 
should have a total value of 
$25.00 (no candy or religious 
items).  

 
KIDS provide Christmas gifts 
for many children in St. Clair 

County who may not have any 
gifts at all. Our shoebox gifts 
help to make these children 
happy during this giving and 
glorious holiday season.  

 
Please lovingly fill a box and  
remember that you are spread-
ing Christmas blessings and joy 
to our young neighbors in need.  

Noisy Offering Mission Project 
The Sunday school voted and 
chose Heifer International as 
their mission project this 
year!  The first Sunday of the 
month a noisy offering will be 
taken during service to be put 
toward the mission. Heifer In-
ternational's mission is to work 
with communities to end 
world hunger and poverty and 
to care for the Earth. 
 
Dan West was a farmer from 
the American Midwest and 
member of the Church of the 
Brethren who went to the front 
lines of the Spanish Civil War 
as an aid worker. His mission 
was to provide relief, but he 
soon discovered the meager 
single cup of milk rationed to 
the weary refugees once a day 
was not enough. And then he 
had a thought: What if they 
had not a cup, but a cow? 
That "teach a man to fish" phi-
losophy is what drove West to 
found Heifer International. 
And now, nearly 70 years later, 
that philosophy still inspires 
our work to end world hunger 

and poverty throughout the 
world once and for all. 
 
HOW IT WORKS: 
 

We empower families to turn 
hunger and poverty into hope 
and prosperity – but our ap-
proach is more than just giving 
them a handout. Heifer links 
communities and helps bring 
sustainable agriculture and 
commerce to areas with a long 
history of poverty. Our animals 
provide partners with both 
food and reliable income as  
agricultural products such as 
milk, eggs and honey can be 
traded or sold at market. 
When many families gain this 
new sustainable income, it 
brings new opportunities for 
building schools, creating agri-
cultural cooperatives, forming 
community savings and fund-
ing small businesses. 
 
The core of our model is 
Passing on the Gift. This 
means families share the train-
ing they receive, and pass on 

the first female offspring of 
their livestock to another fam-
ily. This extends the impact of 
the original gift, allowing a 
once impoverished family to 
become donors and full partici-
pants in improving their com-
munities. 
 
The goal of every Heifer pro-
ject is to help families achieve 
self-reliance. We do this by 
providing them the tools they 
need to sustain themselves, 
and it's thanks to the generos-
ity of donors like you. You 
have the power to give a hun-
gry family the training it takes 
to feed themselves and their 
children; to give a young girl a 
chance at an education; to  
empower a woman to have a 
voice in her community. To-
gether, we can change the 
world, one family, one commu-
nity, at a time. And it all starts 
with a gift. Thank you for your 
generous donations to the 
Noisy Offering. 
 

http://www.heifer.org/ending-hunger/the-heifer-way/mission-and-cornerstones.html
http://www.heifer.org/gift-catalog/empowerment/the-gift-of-womens-empowerment-donation.html


 

December 17 - 23 
 

Rob & Amy Follebout 
 

Tim, Liz, Faith & Noah  
Franklin 

 

Steve & Darlene Furtaw 

 

December 10 - 16 
 

Doris Essenburg 
 

Tim, Hope, Joshua & Nicole 
Fair 

 

Pat Fenton 

 

December 3 - 9 
 

Kristina Dunsmore 
 

Karen Eltringham 
 

Doris Anne Ensley 

 

December 24 - 30 
 

Ellen Germain 
 

Kerri Green 
 

Vance & Pam Green 

 

 

First UCC’s Weekly Prayer Discipline for December 
 

      “Clip and Keep Reminders” 

 
 

 

 

December 3 

Greeters………….Don & Donna Cockerill 

Ushers…………….Veronica Chrostowski & Rich W.  

Lay Reader……..Sue Weinert 

Communion Preparer…Sally McNinch 

Communion Servers…...Glen & Diane Porrett 

 

December 10 

Greeters………...Paulette & Ray Trombley 

Ushers…………...Rob & Amy Follebout 

Lay Reader…….Joyce Townsend 

Altar Flowers…Jennifer Northam 

 

December 17 

Greeters………...Mary Alice & Al Busch 

Ushers……………Rich & Sue Weinert 

Lay Reader…….Lucia Marshall 

Altar Flowers… 

 

 

 

December 24 

Greeters………... 

Ushers…………… 

Lay Reader……. 

Altar Flowers...Poinsettias 

 

December 31 

Greeters………...Karen & Joe Burkhart 

Ushers…………...Glen & Diane Porrett 

Lay Reader…….Christine Hensch 

Altar Flowers...Darlene Furtaw 
 

January 7 

Greeters…………..Sharlene & Darrel Haws 

Ushers……………..Ray Trombley & Tom Hebel 

Lay Reader……...Kim McCardell 

Communion Preparer….Mary Alice Busch 

Communion Servers:…..Karen E. & Joe B. 

Servers Rotation Schedule—2017 



 

MISSION CALENDAR 
2017   

 

February 5………...Super Sunday Salsa & Chip Sale 

February 26……...Health Kit items due in church 

February 28……...Paczkis for Possibilities Sale 
 

March 26…………..*One Great Hour of Sharing Offering  
 

May 14……………...*Blanket Sunday Offering  
 

June 4……………….*Strengthen the Church Offering   

     Baby items for KIDS  
 

July - Aug 27……...School Kit items due in church by August 27 
 

October 1…………..*Neighbors In Need Offering & Kids Against Hunger  

     Sticky  Bun Sale   

October 15…………Bread for the World Bread Sale 
 

 

November 18……..Kids Against Hunger meal packaging @ Trinity Lutheran 

Nov. - Dec. 3……….Shoebox Christmas Gift Collection for KIDS (shoeboxes due 

     in church by Dec. 3) 
 

December 17………*Christmas Fund Offering 

December 25……...Christmas Day Dinner 

 

*Envelopes will be provided 
 

Check the Mission bulletin board at the back of the church for the detailed list for the Health and 
School Kits plus any other Mission updates. Look for canisters for the ongoing collection of Box 
Tops for Education, Campbell’s UPC labels for Crossroads Child Services, Coins for the Holy Joe’s 
Café Coffee for the Troops and Keith’s Horseback Riding Therapy. 

The Richmond Food Pantry is always in need of food. Watch the newsletter for the monthly items 
that are needed. 

Our congregation gives $600.00 annually to support the Richmond Good Samaritan Fund. Cash 
donations are always needed and welcomed. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT! 



What’s Going on at First UCC? 

If you would like to be an  
active participant in any of 
the goings on at First UCC or 
have any questions concern-
ing what our committees do, 
feel free to reach out to the 
committee liaison. 
  
The many committees that 
make sure things run 
smoothly are made up of  
volunteers, and each commit-
tee is represented by a church 
council member. 
 
 
 

 

Mission  
Terry Miller 
(586-727-1726) 
 

Buildings and Grounds  
Replacement 
pending 
 

Worship  
Sharlene Haws 
(586-727-9912) 
 

Welcoming 

Karen Eltringham 
(586-291-0615) 
Joe Burkhart 
(330-431-3663) 
 

Christian Education 
Joe Burkhart 
(330-431-3663) 

Finance  
Rich Weinert 
(586-484-1643) 
Kim McCardell 
(586-623-9833) 
 

Stewardship  
Rich Weinert 
(586-484-1643) 
 

Memorial  
Karen Eltringham 
(586-291-0615) 
 

Personnel  

Terry Miller  

Karen Eltringham 

Kim McCardell  

586-623-9833 

The various committees and liaisons are as follows: 

Wider Church Connections…you just may be interested in:  

Daily Devotional, emailed to you:  http://www.ucc.org/feed-your-spirit/daily-devotional/ 

Weekly E-Zine with featured items, resources, worship materials, and justice-action items:  

http://www.ucc.org/news/keeping-you-eposted/ 

Information and resources of all kinds from the United Church of Christ: http://www.ucc.org/  

Sabbatical Update 
As part of our agreement 
with Pastor Denise, she is 
granted a 6-week sabbati-
cal after every three years. 
We are planning for Pastor 
D to be away during the 
season of Lent – Ash 
Wednesday – the begin-
ning of Holy Week.  

The Sunday worship ser-
vices and pastoral care will 
be covered by Katie Dailey 
who will be licensed to 
serve our congregation 
during this time.  
 
Pastor Denise’s sabbatical 
begins the day after Ash 

Wednesday and ends dur-
ing Holy Week. Pastor  
Denise and Katie will co-
celebrate Ash Wednesday, 
Maundy Thursday and 
Easter worship services. 
We’ll keep you updated as 
we move forward with 
these plans. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XJgM5t4CeyoXpkGbNa_JiLMsBCAK92EO1VhaIfKI7ydHk8GKXhRHnD4H8UTzl73M-7IFqlzFsssD-U3FCPZKESq0CTDV7cmBfzHRJ2Q4Enl6nkidOsbuHpcAJl5Xb0HEp8wOLaAxIv1A36u_PZugrFdJBNFrMwSpN6H5OgTSCEh-nRY4_Dn7QWaE9xtosj0y_f2DC7u7qAPIJuFiIp4isA==&c=psTpcD8Pr
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XJgM5t4CeyoXpkGbNa_JiLMsBCAK92EO1VhaIfKI7ydHk8GKXhRHnD4H8UTzl73M3-kq-LewjVQlh13-aZEzEAihI2IeGE3-yGhzDQcKp-mJFkO4PVHsZBFK2THlOGmTaP3XSixIbwAKbgil945mq4uG_YjdtXFqpi_5TW9wzwNlWX2eny13qASHNh1QbyCCrkTQmEmv_co=&c=psTpcD8PrsKjG5eV8UVi_
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XJgM5t4CeyoXpkGbNa_JiLMsBCAK92EO1VhaIfKI7ydHk8GKXhRHnI8D-S70TbAIvk5-1zekzvol6MV9mfRSY0URgOGrO1qpY52XXwaoEJJK1yJc8rQMumStMoWrmDmT3JfC4iAaLzt_RQdfreb-iDqdIscuB4-HI4WyRyxQVpM=&c=psTpcD8PrsKjG5eV8UVi_YQlw7Gqf361uivYGEn1scsfEizMscyAY


First UCC  
Prayer Chain 
 

Pastor Denise    630-297-1740 

Sue Weinert     586-206-1719 

Diane Porrett     586-727-1374 

Mary Alice Busch    586-727-7009 

Paulette Trombley   586-506-5002 

Karen Eltringham   586-291-0615 

Shelley Champion   586-255-0387 

Christine Hensch   810-385-4391 

Traci Bartell     586-557-2264 

Kim McCardell    586-623-9833 

Joyce Townsend   586-727-9735 
 

Want to join our prayer chain? Please call 
the church office at 586-727-3155.   

 

Adopt-A-Bill 
Here’s How it Works: 

 

1) Take an Adopt-A-Bill envelope from  
  the display board in the narthex. 

2) Pick a bill from the board. 

3) Place your check (made out to First  
  United Church of Christ) or cash   
  along with the bill in the envelope. 

4) Place the envelope in the offering   
  plate or mail it to the church.  

Every contribution is greatly appreciated 
and helps to support our church. 

Listed below are your church council members. Please contact any  
one of them with any questions, comments or concerns. 

Your Church Council 

Name 

Joe Burkhart 

Mark Davis 

Karen Eltringham 

Denise Griebler 

Sharlene Haws 

Kim McCardell 

Terry Miller 

Jackie Waszkiewicz 

Rich Weinert 

 

Position 

Council Member 

Treasurer 

Council Member 

Pastor 

Council Member 

Council President 

Council Member 

Financial Secretary 

Vice President 

 

Term Ends 

2018 

2017 

2017 

— 

2019 

2018 

2019 

2017 

2017 



Prayers coming your way... 
This page in our newsletter shares prayer concerns and prayer opportunities within the life 
of our family of faith. By actively praying for the concerns presented, we strengthen our 
congregation, our brother and sister churches, our association and our conference.  

If you have prayer concerns you would like to see added to this page, please contact Pastor 
Denise or call the office at 586-727-3155. Please add the following concerns to your personal 
prayer time: 

The prayers of our hearts: 
 

 

Pastor Denise’s Office Hours and Pastoral Care 
I plan my week to be in  
Richmond on either Tuesday 
or Thursday, and Sunday. It’s 
possible that the days may 
move a bit as I respond to  
various needs that arise, but 
for the most part, that’s when 
I’ll be in town. If possible, 
please plan for committees to 
meet on one of those days or 

evenings. Thanks so much! If 
there are situations that arise 
in which you’d like pastoral 
care, please call to let me 
know. In the old days,  
hospitals and rehab/nursing 
facilities used to inform pas-
tors when one of their flock 
was admitted. That doesn’t 
happen anymore.  

You can reach me directly by 
calling my cell phone— 

630-297-1740 or call the church 
office and leave a message 
with Helen or on the answer-
ing machine. I’m always 
happy to receive your calls. 
 

Pastor Denise 

If you are aware of someone who should be included in our prayers, please call the church 
office or speak with Pastor Denise. 

 

Prayers for Janeth, Rose Crowley’s student who was deported back to Honduras . . . 
prayers for all who are in the midst of grief or mourning and finding their way . . . . 
prayers for those in our congregation with long-term illnesses – especially for Paulette & 
Ray Trombley, Amy Follebout, Justine Achatz . . . . prayers for Lucille Trombley.... Al & 
Mary Alice Busch….Marjorie Pentzien….Bob Reindel… of thanksgiving for all who 
helped with the auction and the Christmas tree sale . . . .and more prayers of gratitude for 
all who will help with the Christmas dinner and all who will share in the meal and  
fellowship . . . . for our Richmond schools—students, teachers, administrators, staff and 
board, for new learnings and deepening and widening sense of community . . . . for pris-
oners and those recently released . . . . for a way to face into our national addiction to guns 
and violence and for all who have suffered or died or lost loved ones . . . . for immigrants 
and refugees . . . . for the leaders of our country - may they be servants of the people, serv-
ing the Common Good with wisdom, justice and mercy for all . . . . for veterans and for all 
who are in harm's way in the service of justice and peace and freedom....for people suffer-
ing from addictions and their loved ones...and for the healing of the earth and especially 
for her waters….for peace between the US and North Korea, and an end to the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan.  



   

  We wish a HAPPY BIRTHDAY to the following members and friends who are 
  celebrating their December birthdays:  

B E S T   
W I S H E S   
T O  Y O U !  

01 - Scott Grzanka 
08 - Terri Houston 

11 - Jackie Waszkiewicz 

13 - Joyce Townsend 
16 - Gary Porrett 

18 - Doug Manska 
22 - Bill Wagner 

24 - Carol Kulman 

25 - Robert Reindel 
29 - Norma Werth 

November 26…….35 
 

November 19…….35 
 

November 12…….32 
 

November 05…….42 
 

31 - Makenna Handrow 

November 26….$1,564.00 
 

November 19….$1,304.00 
 

November 12….$1,174.00 
 

November 05….$1,823.00 

Attendance  

Call to Care Team: 

Mary Alice Busch...586-727-7009 

Shelley Champion...586-255-0387 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to the children of our church who celebrate a birthday 
this month: 

We also wish a HAPPY ANNIVERSARY to the following members whose 
wedding anniversary is in December 

December 22 

06 - Lantz & Jennifer Northam 

09 - Doug & Joselyn Manska  

23 - Henry III & Jackie Schroeder 

Offerings 



Scripture Readings for December 
 

 December 03 First Sunday of Advent  
        Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:24-37  
 

 December 10 Second Sunday of Advent 
           Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; 2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8 
 

 December 17 Third Sunday of Advent  
       Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Psalm 126; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 

 December 24 Fourth Sunday of Advent 
       2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Luke 1:46b-55; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38 
 
 December 31 First Sunday after Christmas 
       Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Psalm 148; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40 

       

Mission Statement: 
 

We are traveling life’s road: created by God, guided by Christ, empowered by the 
Holy Spirit and grounded in scripture. We strive to be individuals on a spiritual 
 journey and a community sharing God’s love with all. 

Office Hours 
 

The secretary is in the office on Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday from 9 am till  
12 noon and Friday 9 am till 3 pm. If you need additional assistance at other times, 
please send Helen an email at firstunitedcc@outlook.com or leave a phone  
message at the church office: 586-727-3155. Thank you. 

Vision Statement:  

 

The purpose of this church shall be to worship God, to preach the gospel of  
Jesus Christ, and to celebrate the sacraments; to realize Christian fellowship and 
unity within this church and the Church universal; to render loving service toward 
humankind; and to strive for righteousness, justice and peace. 





FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 68651 SOUTH FOREST 

RICHMOND, MI 48062 

 

Return address requested 

No Matter Who You Are  

Or Where You Are On Life’s Journey… 

You Are Welcome Here! 

First United Church of Christ  Rev. Denise Griebler  dgriebler@sbcglobal.net 

cell: 630-297-1740   office: 586-727-3155  email: firstunitedcc@outlook.com 

 


