April 21, 2024

Fourth Sunday of Easter
“Enfolded by Love”
John 10:11-18

Today is sometimes called Good Shepherd Sunday. In an increasingly urban culture, Shepherd
can be a difficult metaphor to grasp. But, for some ministers, the metaphor of shepherd is very
powerful, precisely because their work with livestock helps inform their ministry.

When she was asked what about ministry and shepherding crosses over, Catherine Foote (who
describes herself as retired from ministry, but still shepherding) checked in from England, where
she had traveled to participate in sheep dog trials.

“Ha!” she wrote, “Well, that would be just about everything! But I would say it has kept me
aware of the everyday, ordinary diligence and joy of ministry. Sheep need to be fed, every day.
Watered, every day. Tended, every day. And if | stop to notice, the work brings me joy, every
day.”

Although she’s not a shepherd, Jackie Hibbard of Dancing Spirit Equine Facilitated Learning and
Coaching and associate pastor at community UCC Boulder works extensively with animals and
their connections to humans. She checked in about her work with horses. “Horses have helped
me learn so much about myself and my leadership style. I could talk about this for paragraphs,
but Two simple learnings are: they help me know when I’m not being clear and when I’'m not
fully present. | am a better minister and listener, because of what horses have taught me.”

Think about the relationships you have had with animals. How have those relationships deepened
your relationship with God and with your sense of calling and vocation?



