
July 7 2019
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time Year C
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
(Proper 9)

�
Lectionary citations:
2 Kings 5:1-14 with Psalm 30 or
Isaiah 66:10-14 with Psalm 66:1-9
Galatians 6:(1-6), 7-16
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20

Theme:  Justice, Peace, Power 
and Privilege, Reconciliation

The reading rom Luke 10 comes 
after the Transfiguration, and in 
Luke’s account is the beginning of 
Jesus’ journey back to Jerusalem.  
The whole chapter focuses on 
Evangelism through word (the 
sending out of the 7), Evangelism 
through deed (the parable of the 
Good Samaritan),  and the 
worship- of Jesus (Martha and 
Mary).  The 70 are authorized by 
Jesus - sent out by him for a 
specific task - to go ahead of him.  
Did Jesus know the full implication 
of the resurrection when he said 
the 70 were being sent out like 
lambs into the midst of wolves, or 
was Jesus’ mind on the death and 
shame he knew was coming?
     Have you ever had the feeling 
of being chosen to do something of 
great importance - something 
where the impact will be felt by 
others?  Maybe you were the 
person who took the penalty kick 
that determined the outcome of a 
game?  Maybe you were the 
person who developed keyhole 
surgery and performed the first 
operation?   Or maybe you were 
the person asked to set up a new 
initiative for a vulnerable group in 
your church or in the local 
community.  And the outcome of 
what you did had an impact on the 
lives of others.
     Jesus is beginning to make hi 
journey back to Jerusalem.  “After 
this,’ being the time after Jesus’ 

ministry thawt had largely been in 
Galilee.  Jesus gives authority to 
70 men who he instructs to do 
something of great importance, 
and it was something new - to go 
ahead of him to the places he will 
pass through on his way to 
Jerusalem.  Never before had 
Jesus asked so many people to go 
ahead of him to prepare the way.  
John the Baptist had prepared the 
way for Jesus much earlier in his 
ministry, and he had sent the 12 
disciples out in the previous 
chapter of Luke’s gospel.  But this 
time he selects 70 men.  It feels 
quite organized and they are given 
specific instructions about what to 
do and what to sat, depending on 
how they are received by the 
villages and towns they enter.  
They are also given specific 
instructions on what NOT to take 
with them.
      
They return with the most amazing 
stories - not one pair returns with 
anything other than good news.  
They were tasked with healing the 
sick and bringing peace to the 
house.  Yet the outcome of their 
interactions with those they met far 
exceeded this.  They report back 
that ‘even the demons submit to 
us!’  They took an authority that 
Jesus had not specifically given, 
and it was granted when they 
needed it.
     Jesus is quick to remind the 70 
not to take great status from their 
encounters and experiences, ‘do 
not rejoice at this, that the spirits 
submit to you’, but rejoice that your 
name is written in heaven.  This is 
about doing the work of God that 
brings a real impact to those that 
they met, and also the blessing of 
their own eternal salvation.
     I wonder how the 70 felt after 
this, after the initial joy and 
euphoria had waned.  The internal 
conflict of wanting to go out again, 
of seeking wider recognition for 
what they had done, of continuing 
to feel valued at being selected 
again by Jesus.  Despite the fact 
that Jesus says the harvest is 
plentiful and the laborers are few - 

we do not read of the 70 again.  
What happened to them?  did they 
go back to their ‘day jobs’, to their 
families?  The 70 felt elated and 
joyful when they went back to 
Jesus.  But what was the longer 
term impact on the 70?  What did 
they do with this experience and 
gifting?  Did they seek status, or 
did they rejoice in knowing Jesus 
and what he had done for both 
them and others?
     Remember that the 70 went 
ahead of Jesus.  Today we speak 
of going out from the Church, 
discovering where God is already 
working, and joining God there.  
And yet here Jesus is inviting not 
just one or two, but 70 to go ahead 
oif him.  More than this, Jesus is 
sending the 70 ahead into a place 
of possible conflict and tension.  
‘Go on your way.  See, I am 
sending you out like lambs into the 
midst of wolves’.  Not only were the 
70 healing the sick and casting out 
demons, but they were to be 
peace-makers…reconcilers.  
‘Whatever house you enter, first 
say, ‘Peace to this house!’  This is 
exciting.  This paves the way for 
disciples of Christ to speak out 
against injustice, to be the voice 
that others do not want to hear - to 
influence and change society.  To 
show the way of love and grace 
where there is hatred and greed.  
Even when the people rejected the 
70, they had brought the Kingdom 
of God close.  Yet Jesus is also 
realistic.  If the person does not 
share in the peace brought to the 
house it will ‘be returned to them’.  
The work of reconciliation in God’s 
Kingdom is not always welcomed.
     In Luke’s previous chapter 
Jesus gave three reasons why 
some people are not able to follow 
him - yet this chapter is not about 
just following Jesus, but actively 
going out in his name, to bring 
God’s Kingdom to others.  The 
harvest might be plentiful, and the 
laborers few, but to be a disciple of 
Christ is so much more than being 
a fan - it is to be pro-active in 
taking the love and the grace of 
Christ to those in need in the most 



challenging of situations.  Jesus 
continues to illustrate the 
importance of this in the next 
verses of Luke 10 - the parable of 
the Good Samaritan.
     Today’s gospel reading is a 
wonderful reminder that Jesus is 
not concerned if we are a name 
that is known in the world, or a 
great manager, or a great anything 
as seen through the world’s eyes…
though all these things are good in 
themselves.  None of this is about 
status or power.  Jesus calls us to 
be a disciple.  It is in this 
discipleship that we go out and 
meet with others in our daily lives.  
It is in this discipleship that our love 
for Christ grows and overflows to 
others.  It is in this discipleship that 
we are given the gifts (last weeks 
reading from Galatians mentioned 
the fruits of the Spirit) and the 
authority to speak in the name of 
Jesus.  In the places where 
tensions run high:  In the places of 
injustice;  In the places where 
God’s Kingdom is needed, ‘ know 
this: the kingdom of God has come 
near.’

Challenge:  Decide how you will 
actively and intentionally take the 
Good News of Jesus to those who 
you will meet this week.
- How do you feel about being 

intentional in speaking about 
Jesus?

- What response do you expect to 
receive?

- How will you respond to show 
who do not want to hear?

- How will you respond to those 
who do want to hear?

~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
JOY Is A very big word in John’s 
theology. Joy is a product of union 
or communion with God. It’s a gift 
of the Spirit as far as John is 
concerned. Yes, the word for “gift” 
and the word for joy are related 
inGreek. But John has even a bit 
more to say about it than they. His 
picture of the vine and the 
branches union, it’s intimacy, 
interdependence, and given ness 

is the first half of his theology of 
joy. 

For John, joy is a gift, the product 
of all those ins- our being in God 
and God being in us. Joy is da 
product of union or communion 
with God. It is a gift that flows out 
of our union with God. Joy is a 
benefit we get by virtue of the fact 
that God is in us aa d we are in 
God. Pure gift. It’s patently 
unpredictable. 

The term joy occurs nine times in 
the Gospel of John and once in 
each of John’s Epistles. If you add 
to that the number Of Times the 
very form of the word appears, you 
get a grand total of 25 
occurrences. 

Joy is a big word for Isaiah, a huge 
word for the Psalms and very 
nearly a minor concept for most 
everybody else. If you trace the 
word and all its related words 
especially “rejoice” you can count 
some 330 references scattered 
through the Bible. Joy comes up 
172 times. 

JOY does not simply happen to us. 
We have to choose joy and keep 
choosing it every day. It is a choice 
based on the knowledge that we 
belong to God and have found in 
God our refuge and our safety and 
that nothing, not even death, can 
take God away from us. 

1. Have you ever felt God’s 
presence as a sense of 
joy? 

2. How do you find fellowship 
with Jesus? 

3. We find joy with the triune 
God and with those around 
us; what actions will you 
take to strengthen this 
community? 

What brings you joy? Cuddly pets, 
children’s giggles, hugs, good 
company, books and good music -
all with coffee - spending time with 
a loved one. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

�
My idea of a great show 
provided in the real.  No need 
for artificial and noise! Just get 
out and look for what God 
provides; beautiful stars and 
moon.  


