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“Increasingly I discover 
that being alive involves 
taking a chance, acting on 
less than certainty, 
engaging with life. All of 
this brings change, and for 
me the process of change is 
life. I realize that if I were 
stable and steady and static, 
I would be living death. So I 
accept confusion and 
uncertainty and fear and 
emotional highs and lows, 
because they are the price I 
willingly pay for a flowing, 
perplexing, exciting life.” 

                          -Carl Rogers 

Last week we were at the 
seashore this week we go to a 
plain (the rain in Spain falls 
mainly on the plain) vs. 
mountain for Luke’s beatitudes.  
Before we begin to consider the 
passage, it’s helpful to remind 
ourselves of what has preceded 
it. Immediately prior to the 
events Luke describes, Jesus 
has spent the night in prayer up 
on a mountain, following which 
he has selected 12 men from 
amongst a much larger group 
(see v.17) of disciples (mathētēs 
– learners/pupils) to fulfill a 
much more specific role as his 
apostles (apostolos – 
messenger/ambassador/
delegate). As the whole group 
then descends, they encounter 
a ‘great multitude’ who have 
travelled from far and wide to 
see or hear Jesus. 

  As is so often the case in the 
Gospel stories, Jesus attends 
first to their immediate physical 
needs – in this case healing 
diseases and casting out 
‘unclean spirits’, all the while 
allowing people to touch him as 
part of these processes – it 
must have exhausting 
work. However, rather than then 
seeking to get away to rest and 
recharge, Jesus embarks on a 
restatement of his manifesto – 
or rather, the manifesto of the 
Kingdom of Heaven – which he 
set out in the synagogue at the 
start of his public ministry 
   This iteration begins with four 
blessings followed immediately 
by four woes. It is important to 
note that the woes do not 
equate to curses – ouai is an 
exclamation of grief (something 
akin to ‘alas!’) – so this is Jesus 
grieving over those who will 
make choices which lead them 
away from the Kingdom. 
Interestingly though, the text 
indicates that these opening 
blessings and woes are directed 
not towards the crowd at large 
(Jesus’ speech will later widen 
to include them) but rather at his 
disciples – some of whom at 
least have been in the group 
with him on the previous day 
from amongst which the twelve 
apostles had been chosen.  
   It is as if Jesus is drawing a 
picture specifically for those who 
have already been following him 
with a certain degree of 
application and attention (and 
who have therefore presumably 
heard his discussions of the 
nature of the Kingdom on more 
than one occasion): the 
kingdom is already there for 
them to enter (the first blessing 
is couched in the current tense) 
– but working for its 
establishment will make 
physical and emotional 
demands on them, as indeed 

they have just witnessed in the 
instance of Jesus himself, and 
they will have to bear these, at 
least for the present (the 
subsequent blessings are 
couched in a future tense). 
Furthermore such a course of 
action will inevitably bring them 
conflict and trouble  – as will 
become ever more evident as 
they continue to journey with 
Jesus towards Jerusalem. 
Perhaps Jesus already senses 
or knows that for some of them, 
the ask will be too great and 
they will instead settle for a form 
of religious observance whose 
benefits are more immediate but 
less enduring (for a further 
discussion of this and the 
meaning of apechō recall the 
reflection for Ash Wednesday in 
Year B) and moreover that they 
will come to recognize and 
regret this.
This set of dynamics and 
choices applies to any endeavor 
connected with the building of 
the Kingdom of God – the realm 
founded on love and rooted in 
justice and peace where all can 
flourish as God intended. Thus 
we can also bring this as a lens 
to bear on conflict situations in 
which we might be involved – 
whatever their scale or location. 
 
Response
How might the dynamics and 
issues which Jesus points 
towards in his address to the 
disciples look in the context of 
work to understand and resolve 
difficult situations? 
If you then think about a 
particular conflict issue you are 
(or have recently been) involved 
in, how do you see them being 
specifically manifest in this? 
Are there steps you could take 
(or things you might do 
differently in future) which might 
help you to deal with these or to 
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make use of them to help you 
stay with the task?
 
Prayer
Jesus
You knew the cost of building 
God’s Kingdom
in every fibre of your being,
and were willing to pay it
for the joy that was to come.
Help us to be constant, as you 
were constant,
even when the work is wearying
and the way hard;
that we too
in time, 
and beyond time,
may know for ourselves
and witness in others
the joyful flourishing
which is your Kingdom’s 
hallmark.
Amen

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Cheap grace is the deadly enemy of 
our church.   

We are fighting today for costly 
grace....   

Cheap grace is grace without 
discipleship,  

grace without the cross,  
grace without Jesus Christ, living 

and incarnate. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of 
Discipleship 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Blessed to us is the night,  
for it reveals the stars. 

Author unknown 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
Compassionate love, shown in 

in kindness and mercy, can 
speak a language of its own 

when no other communication 
is poaaible. -KatieD 

Compassion is not a relationship 
between the healer and the 
wounded. It's a relationship 
between equals. Only when we 
know our own darkness can we 
be present with the darkness of 
others. Compassion becomes real 
when we recognize our shared 
humanity. Pema Chord 

�
“When we light just one candle in the 

darkness, it illuminates dimly, but when 
many candles are lit, and all let their 
lights shine, together we can bring 

brightness to the world.” 
― The Rev. Franz Rigert, Wisconsin 

Conference Minister.
Complete General Synod 

information is available on the 
national UCC website: ucc.org/

synod

Upcoming Events - 
SAVE THE DATES: 
Vitality Day 2019! 
March 9, 2019 
Church of the Good 
Shepherd, Ann Arbor 
"Growing Your Community 
Impact" 
with Rev. Dr. Claire Bamberg 
$25 per person or $100 for 5 
people from one 
congregation! 

Festival of Faith - Day of 
Service 
Saturday, April 13th, 2019 
9:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
(Locations TBD) 

Eastern Association 
is planning a workshop for 

pastors and church members for 
the April 13th Michigan 
Conference/ DOC Festival Of 
Faith. This’ll be held at 
New Baltimore First 
Congregational from 9 a.m- 4 
p.m. on Racial Justice. EA and 
DMA are the only associations 
left in the state who have not 
offered this training. 
Cost would be $10. Lunch is 
provided.  Registration materials 
will be sent out soon.

And May 11th is set for the 
Eastern Association Spring 
Meeting. We’ll meet at First 
Congregational UCC St. Clair. 
( a.m- 2 p.m with registration 
beginning at 8:30. Cost is 
$10.00.
We’ll have a business meeting 
and will be provided a 
presentation on Human 
Trafficking by Erin Oginsky of 
the Michigan Abolitionist 
Project. 

Authentic Hamtramck-made 
Polish Paczkis for sale!
Tuesday, March 5--6am until 
sold out. Pre-order on or 
before February 22 by calling 
586-727-3155.
Flavors: 
apple...blueberry...custard...le
mon...raspberry...strawberry
Cost: $28 a dozen...$15 a half 
dozen...$3 each
This project will support the 
Richmond Blessing in 
Backpacks--a program that 
sends food home with 
Richmond students on the 
weekends.
          -First UCC Richmond
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