
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST  UNITED  

CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Pastor Katie Dailey 
OFFICE: 586-727-3155 

E-mail: firstunitedcc@outlook.com 

Website: 
www.firstuccrichmond.yolasite.com 

 

OFFICE HOURS:  

TUESDAY—THURSDAY 

8:30 AM - 12 NOON 

FRIDAY, 8:30 AM - 1 PM 
 
 

We are 
a Christian community 

called to love 
God and our neighbors 

as much as we 
love ourselves. 

 
No matter who. 
No matter what. 

You are 
welcome here. 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

RICHMOND, MICHIGAN 

July 2020 

I never use the phrase “just a” anymore. 
About anyone. So many of us are looking for ways to make our 
voices matter and to know that we make a difference. I know this 
for certain: it doesn't take much to nurse resentment or regret. There 
are times when whatever we are doing seems not enough (no doubt 
a miasma of guilt or shame and the vagaries of public opinion). 
 

Over the years I have heard, “I’m just a volunteer (or just a member, 
or Christian Education Teacher, or aid, or worker, or helper, or 
teacher, or employee, or friend or mother or fill in the blank).” To 
each I say, No. You see, “just a” creates a label and tells us what we 
are not. And when we label, we dismiss. (Regardless of the label. 
Dorothy Day once scoffed, “Don’t call me a saint. I don’t want to be 
dismissed so easily.”)  Dorothy Day began all that she became in 
MI, in Cork Town, and her story is worth knowing. 
 

So, how then do we make a difference? Here’s the deal: Your work 
and labor is your turf of responsibility. Which is only part of our 
DNA. Because no matter where we labor or toil, our calling is to 
spill the light. And the good news? For this we don’t have to pass a 
test, or qualify, we have only to be willing. 
 

Jesus made it simple, "Let your light shine." Not, when you get your 
act together. Not, when you feel noble. Not, when you find a specif-
ic vocation. Not, after you've chased all the gloom away. Not,  
after you have the precise words to say. Just let it shine—kindness, 
generosity, inclusion and compassion. Because the light is already 
there. Inside of you. Now.  
 

Just so you know, was in a GRIND of late and everybody isn’t on 
email, so I repeat. Whenever the day comes when we can get back 
into our building it will be different. There will be no oral (out loud) 
praying, no hymnals, no Bibles, no Worship bulletin, no singing, 
and we will distance and mask. Sanitizers will be at the door and 
there will be a sign-in book you must use and your temperature will 
be taken. The service will be shorter and not followed by hospitali-
ty. Our Conference Minister, Phil Hart, is on the Governors Task 
Force and keeps pastors informed as to what changes will occur. In 
the meantime: keep safe, distance and mask. Continue to be the 
Church, keep the snail mails and land line calls going. We are the 
church and at present we can’t meet in the building. Missing every-
one.  Peace. 

A Note from Pastor Katie, 



Quotes for the Month: 
I am convinced that it is not the fear of death, of our lives ending, that haunts our sleep 
so much as the fear that as far as the world is concerned, we might as well never have 
lived. 
—Harold Kushner 
 

If you must look back, do so forgivingly. If you must look forward, do so prayerfully.  
However, the wisest thing you can do is be present in the present...gratefully. 

—Maya Angelou 
 

You never know what you’re going to encounter en route. [So, now] I don’t miss a thing. 
I touch everything. 

—Andy Merrifield 
 

They tell us to live one day at a time—as if we had a choice. Two, three days at a time?  
Of course, all of us live one day at a time. Some of us are just more aware of it. 
—Tom Brazaitis 
 

“I think the seven wonders of the world are to see, to hear, to taste, to touch, to smell,  
to love, to belong.” 
—7- yr.- old’s listing of The Seven Wonders of the World 
 

The first thing to be disturbed by our commitment to nonviolence will not be the system 
but our own lives.  
—James Douglass 

A Telling Story  
A storm descends on a small 
town, and the downpour soon 
turns into a flood. As the wa-
ters rise, the local preacher 
kneels in prayer on the church 
porch surrounded by water. 
By and by, one of the towns-
folk comes up the street in a 
canoe. 
 

"Better get in, Preacher. The 
waters are rising fast." 
 

"No," says the preacher. "I 
have faith in the Lord. He will 
save me." 
 

Still the waters rise. Now the 
preacher is up on the balcony,  
wringing his hands in suppli-
cation, when another guy zips 
up in a motorboat. 

"Come on, Preacher. We need 
to get you out of here. The 
levee's gonna break any mi-
nute." 
 

Once again, the preacher is 
unmoved. "I shall remain. The 
Lord will see me through." 
 

After a while the levee breaks, 
and the flood rushes over the 
church until only the steeple 
remains above water. The 
preacher is up there, clinging 
to the cross, when a helicopter 
descends out of the clouds, 
and a state trooper calls down 
to him through a megaphone. 
 

"Grab the ladder, Preacher. 
This is your last chance." 
 

Once again, the preacher in-
sists the Lord will deliver him. 
And, predictably, he drowns.  
 

A pious man, the preacher 
goes to heaven. After a while 
he gets an interview with 
God, and he asks the Al-
mighty, "Lord, I had  
unwavering faith in you. Why 
didn't you deliver me from 
that flood?" 
 

God shakes his head. "What 
did you want from me? I sent 
you two boats and a helicop-
ter." 



Member in Discernment  
Traci Bartell continues the 
journey of discernment that 
may lead her to ordination as 
a pastor in the United Church 
of Christ. The evaluation for 
three days is a process Traci 
will use to determine her 
strengths and weaknesses, 

become more self aware, and 
develop a plan for self im-
provement in relationship to 
skills necessary to be a pastor. 
This tool is one step of many 
that UCC members in dis-
cernment all over the country 
walk through. The greatest 

gift that First UCC can give 
Traci right now is love and 
support offered through pray-
er. Traci has taken quite a 
journey to get to this point. 
Your prayers are certain to 
assist her on all the steps that 
lay ahead. 

Shop Kroger? 
How about letting us be your 
non-profit for the Kroger Re-
wards Program. If you do not 
have a Kroger Plus card, you 
can get one at the Kroger 
desk. Then, register on-line 
for a Kroger Community  
Rewards account. By register-
ing us as your NPO (non-
profit organization), we get 
credit.  
 
On the Kroger Community 
Rewards site: 
 

➢ Click on Community 
Rewards and enter your 

Kroger Plus Card number. 
 

➢ Enter NPO— First Unit-
ed Church of Christ—
Richmond TY 543—non-
profit #97155 
If you don’t worship in per-
son with us, but do Facebook 
live, you can still contribute 
to us via the Community Re-
wards Program. 
 
Please let your friends and 
neighbors know so they, too, 
can make us the recipient of 
their Kroger shopping. It 
does not matter if the Kroger 

you shop at is in Ohio or any-
where else—we can be  
credited. Thank you, thank 
you, thank you for consider-
ing this, and us.  
 
If you do not have an email 
account, ask at the Kroger 
desk how you can be entered 
in the Community Rewards 
Program or call 1-800-
krogers. Thanks in advance 
for listing First United 
Church of Christ—Richmond. 
Blessings to you and yours. 
 

Since the early days of the 
novel coronavirus outbreak, 
infectious disease experts have 
recognized that some people 
who contract the virus do not 
develop a fever, cough, or any 
of the infection’s other hall-
mark symptoms. These appar-
ently “asymptomatic” cases 
may make up a large portion 
of all Covid-19 infections. Esti-
mates vary widely, but many 
— including a recent mathe-
matical model from the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention (CDC) — sug-
gest that somewhere between 
20% and 50% of infectees nev-
er experience noticeable 
symptoms. 
 
This is a problem for public 
health officials because 
asymptomatic carriers can 
likely still spread the virus to 
others. Their lack of apparent 
symptoms makes the virus 
tricky to monitor and corral. 
On the other hand, it would be 
comforting if a large percent-

age of people with Covid-19 
are skating through without 
any apparent ill effects. 
But some recent findings have 
turned up “subclinical” effects 
in people with Covid-19 who 
never develop noticeable virus 
symptoms. These could 
indicate underlying risks for 
asymptomatic patients. Just be 
smart, be adult; practice safety 
precautions, and when out in 
public maintain a six-foot 
distance from others and wear 
a mask. 

Even If You’re Asymptomatic, the Coronavirus Can Do Dam-

https://med.stanford.edu/content/dam/sm/id/documents/COVID/AsymptCOVID_TransmissionShip.pdf
https://med.stanford.edu/content/dam/sm/id/documents/COVID/AsymptCOVID_TransmissionShip.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/planning-scenarios.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/planning-scenarios.html
https://elemental.medium.com/what-you-need-to-know-about-asymptomatic-spread-of-covid-19-f8dfe6fcec3a
https://elemental.medium.com/what-you-need-to-know-about-asymptomatic-spread-of-covid-19-f8dfe6fcec3a


 
 
 
 
 
 
Manwich 
snack pack pudding cups 
juice boxes/pouches 
boxed instant oatmeal 
pancake mix/syrup 
one-pound bags white rice 
OR ANYTHING ELSE 
 

Thank you for your continued support 
of the food pantry, and stay well. 
 

From First UCC— How to Donate: 
 

OUR DOOR TO THE ELEVATOR IS UN-

LOCKED TO RECEIVE YOUR  

DONATONS FOR THE FOOD PANTRY.  

PULL INTO THE ENTRANCE OF THE 

PARKING LOT BY THE ELEVATOR  

LOCATED ON THE SIDE WALL. AND 

DROP OFF YOUR ITEMS INSIDE THE EL-

EVATOR DOOR. THANK YOU FOR SUP-

PORTING THE FOOD PANTRY. 

Our church doors may be 
closed, but the grass still 

grows... 

 

Thanks to those volunteers who keep 
our lawn looking good through the 
growing season. We appreciate your 
help. If  anyone else is interested in lend-
ing a hand to keep our church grounds 
beautiful, you can sign up in two differ-
ent ways:   
 

The schedule for each month is on the 
back table in the narthex. Pick a week 
and sign your name, or you can call the 
church office (586-727-3155) and I will 
tell you which weeks are available.  
Rich Weinert has also posted a Sign-up 
Schedule on line with Sign Up Geni-
us.com. You can email Rich at  
richweinert@comcast.net to get the link 
and check it out. 
 

Thank you.  

 Our summer worship 
schedule will remain 
the same throughout 
the summer months. 
Worship service:  
11 a.m. when our 
doors reopen. 

F Y I… 
Kids in Distress is now open.  
 

Donations can be given on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday mornings. The 
collection bins and their trailer are at the 
side of the building for you to place 
your items. Only their workers are al-
lowed in the building. If you want a re-
ceipt for donated items, leave your 
name and address where indicated and 
KIDS will send you a receipt. They are in 
need of crib sheets, regular sheets and 
baby towels. 



Church World Service School Kits 
We will be collecting school 
supplies for the Church 
World Service kits. These kits 
are given to children 
throughout the United States, 
Canada, Mexico, Europe and 

the entire World. They pro-
vide just the very basic tools 
to help children learn. There 
will be collection boxes in the 
elevator entryway. The eleva-
tor door will be unlocked 

and you can place your items 
in these boxes after July 6.  
Please give what you can. We 
want to send at least 30 kits 
to Church World Service. 

School Kit Items Due:  Sunday, August 30 

One pair blunt scissors     Need 30 scissors 

Three-70 page spiral bound notebooks  Need 90 notebooks 

One 12 inch/30 centimeter ruler   Need 30 rulers 

One hand-held pencil sharpener   Need 30 sharpeners 

One large eraser (NO pencil cap erasers)  Need 30 erasers 

Six new, unsharpened  pencils with erasers  Need 180 pencils 

One box of 24 crayons     Need 30 boxes 

One 12”x14” or 14”x17” cloth bag   Need 30 bags 

 

 

Thank you to anyone who has donated to our Special Offerings, i.e. One 
Great Hour of Sharing, Blanket Sunday & Strengthen the Church. These 
offerings are the annual special collections in which we participate. If 
you missed giving, you can still donate. Please label your envelope so 
our treasurer can appropriately disburse your donation. 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped the Armada UCC Church with the 
McRest program. We made cakes, breakfast casseroles, and sent money 
for the clients’ laundry. Great job everyone!!! 



2020  

MISSION & OUTREACH CALENDAR 
 

February 25………Paczkis for Possibilities 

March 22…………..One Great Hour of Sharing Offering  

March 29…………..Hygiene Kit Items due in church 

May 10……………...*Blanket Sunday collection 

May…………………...McRest, Armada—cakes needed 

May 31……………….*Strengthen the Church Collection 

June 28………………Baby Shower for Kids in Distress (KIDS)—cancelled 

July/Aug…………….School Kit items due in church August 30 

October 4…………..*Neighbors In Need Collection 

October 11………...Bread for the World Bread Sale  

November…………..Shoebox Christmas Gift Collection for KIDS  

          Boxes due in church on or before December 6 
 

December 20………*Christmas Fund Offering 

December 25……...Christmas Day Dinner  

*Envelopes will be provided 

 

Check the Mission bulletin board at the back of the church for the detailed list for the  

Hygiene and School Kits. Canisters for the ongoing collection for Keith’s riding therapy, Box 

Tops for Education for Crossroads Child Services, and Holy Joe’s Coffee for the Troops are on 

the back table in the narthex. Watch the newsletter for the Richmond Food Pantry list of food 

needed. The Pantry is always in need. The Richmond Good Samaritan Fund receives $600 

from our church annually. This fund helps people with shut-off fees for heat, water and  

electric. Cash donations are always accepted throughout the year.  

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT. 



What’s Going on at First UCC? 

  Mission  
Terri Houston (810-650-5612) 
 

Buildings and Grounds  
Sharlene Haws (586-727-9912) 
 

Worship   
Sue Weinert (586-206-1719) 
 

Christian Education 
Steve Furtaw (586-855-3248) 
 

Welcoming 
Joe Burkhart (330-431-3663) 

Finance/Stewardship 
Chris Hensch (810-385-4391) 
 

Memorial  
Chris Hensch (810-385-4391) 
 

Personnel  

Terri Houston  (810-650-5612) 

Sue Weinert (586-206-1719) 

Sharlene Haws (586-727-9912) 

The various committees and liaisons are as follows: 

Pastor Katie’s Office Hours and Pastoral Care 
Pastor Katie will be in her 
office at the church on 
Wednesdays & Thursdays. 
If there are situations that 
arise in which you need  
pastoral care on a day that 
Pastor Katie is not in the of-

fice, please call 586-727-3155 
and leave a message with 
Helen or on the answering 
machine. You can also give 
Pastor Katie a call:   
Cell number: 586-202-8644 
Home phone: 586-716-9543  

In the old days, hospitals and 
rehab/nursing facilities used 
to inform pastors when one 
of their flock was admitted. 
That doesn’t happen any-
more. Pastor Katie is always 
happy to receive your calls. 

Wider Church Connections…you just may be interested in:  
 

Daily Devotional, emailed to you:   
http://www.ucc.org/feed-your-spirit/daily-devotional/ 
 

Weekly E-Zine with featured items, resources, worship materials, and justice-action 
items: http://www.ucc.org/news/keeping-you-eposted/ 
 

Information and resources of all kinds from the United Church of Christ:  
http://www.ucc.org/  

If you would like to be an  
active participant in any of 
the goings on at First UCC  
or have any questions con-
cerning what our committees 

do, feel free to reach out to 
the committee liaison.  
 
The many committees that 
make sure things run 

smoothly are made up of  
volunteers, and each commit-
tee is represented by a 
church council member. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XJgM5t4CeyoXpkGbNa_JiLMsBCAK92EO1VhaIfKI7ydHk8GKXhRHnD4H8UTzl73M-7IFqlzFsssD-U3FCPZKESq0CTDV7cmBfzHRJ2Q4Enl6nkidOsbuHpcAJl5Xb0HEp8wOLaAxIv1A36u_PZugrFdJBNFrMwSpN6H5OgTSCEh-nRY4_Dn7QWaE9xtosj0y_f2DC7u7qAPIJuFiIp4isA==&c=psTpcD8Pr
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XJgM5t4CeyoXpkGbNa_JiLMsBCAK92EO1VhaIfKI7ydHk8GKXhRHnD4H8UTzl73M3-kq-LewjVQlh13-aZEzEAihI2IeGE3-yGhzDQcKp-mJFkO4PVHsZBFK2THlOGmTaP3XSixIbwAKbgil945mq4uG_YjdtXFqpi_5TW9wzwNlWX2eny13qASHNh1QbyCCrkTQmEmv_co=&c=psTpcD8PrsKjG5eV8UVi_
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XJgM5t4CeyoXpkGbNa_JiLMsBCAK92EO1VhaIfKI7ydHk8GKXhRHnI8D-S70TbAIvk5-1zekzvol6MV9mfRSY0URgOGrO1qpY52XXwaoEJJK1yJc8rQMumStMoWrmDmT3JfC4iAaLzt_RQdfreb-iDqdIscuB4-HI4WyRyxQVpM=&c=psTpcD8PrsKjG5eV8UVi_YQlw7Gqf361uivYGEn1scsfEizMscyAY


First UCC  
Prayer Chain 
 

Pastor Katie  586-716-9543  

Sue Weinert  586-206-1719 

Diane Porrett  586-727-1374 

Karen Eltringham 586-291-0615 

Shelley Champion 586-255-0387 

Christine Hensch  810-385-4391 

Traci Bartell  586-557-2264 

Kim McCardell  586-623-9833 

Kathi Miller  586-709-3626 

 

Want to join our prayer chain? Please call 
the church office at 586-727-3155.   

 

Adopt-A-Bill 
Here’s How it Works: 

 

1) Take an Adopt-A-Bill envelope from 
 the display board in the narthex. 

2) Choose a bill from the board. 

3) Place your check (made out to First 
 United Church of Christ) or cash  
 along with the bill in the envelope. 

4) Place the envelope in the offering 
 plate or mail it to the church.  

Every contribution is greatly appreciated 
and helps to support our church. 

 
 
 

Listed below are your church council members. Please contact any  
one of them with any questions, comments or concerns. 

Your Church Council  

Name 

Sue Weinert 

Steve Furtaw 

Mark Davis 

Jackie Waszkiewicz 

Terri Houston 

Sharlene Haws 

Joe Burkhart 

Chris Hensch 

Pastor Katie 

 

Position 

Council President 

Vice President 

Treasurer 

Financial Secretary 

Secretary 

Council Member 

Council Member 

Council Member 

Pastor 

 

Phone 

586-206-1719 

586-855-3248 

586-292-3612 

586-430-4099 

810-650-5612 

586-727-9912 

330-431-3663 

810-3854391 

586-202-8644 

 

Term Ends 

2020 

2021 

2020 

2020 

2021 

2020 

2022 

2022 

N/A 



We wish a HAPPY BIRTHDAY to the following members and friends who 
are celebrating their July birthdays:  

B E S T   
W I S H E S   
T O  Y O U !  

07 - Joselyn Manska 
10 - Tom Hebel 
14 - Shelley Champion 
19 - Tim Franklin 
22 - Shelly Handrow 
23 - Sharlene Haws 

23 - Sandy Knoell 
26 - Erin Dunsmore 
30 - Justine Achatz 
 

June 28……………...N/A 
 

June 21……………...N/A 
 

June 14……………...N/A 
 

June 07……………...N/A 
 

June 28……………..$1,589.00 
 

June 21……………..$1,794.00 
 

June 14……………..$1,400.00 
 

June 07……………..$3,446.00 
 

Attendance  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to the children of our church who celebrate a birthday 
this month: 

We also wish a HAPPY ANNIVERSARY to the following members and 
friends whose wedding anniversary is in July: 

      July 20 

05 - Robert Plucinshi 

 

Offerings 

11 - Tim & Hope Fair 

23 - Darrel & Sharlene Haws 

24 - Dean & Shelly Handrow 

  Due to a parishioner allergy:  
  First UCC is now a pineapple free zone. Please refrain 
  from  lotions, gums, fruit snacks, fruit juices, perfumes, air 
  fresheners  and any other scent or flavoring with pineapple 
  in it. Thank you. 



Scripture Readings for July 
 

 July 5  Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
    Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 • Psalm 45:10-17 • Romans 7:15-25a •  
   Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
 

 July 12 Sixth Sunday after Pentecost  
       Genesis 25:19-34 • Psalm 119:105-112 • Romans 8:1-11• Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
 

 July 19 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
   Genesis 28:10-19a • Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24 • Romans 8:12-25 • Matthew 13:24-30, 
   36-43 
 

 July 26 Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
   Genesis 29:15-28 • Psalm 105:1-11, 45b • Romans 8:26-39 • Matthew 13:31-33,  
   44-52 

Mission Statement: 
 

We are traveling life’s road: created by God, guided by Christ, empowered by the 
Holy Spirit and grounded in scripture. We strive to be individuals on a spiritual 
 journey and a community sharing God’s love with all. 

Office Hours 
 

The secretary is in the office on Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday from 8:30 am till  
12 noon and Friday 8:30 am till 1 pm. If you need additional assistance at other 
times, please send Helen an email at firstunitedcc@outlook.com or leave a phone  
message at the church office: 586-727-3155. Thank you. 

Vision Statement:  

 

The purpose of this church shall be to worship God, to preach the gospel of  
Jesus Christ, and to celebrate the sacraments; to realize Christian fellowship and 
unity within this church and the Church universal; to render loving service  
toward humankind; and to strive for righteousness, justice and peace. 





FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 68651 SOUTH FOREST 
RICHMOND, MI 48062 
 
Return address requested 

No Matter Who You Are  

Or Where You Are On Life’s Journey… 

You Are Welcome Here! 

First United Church of Christ  •  Pastor Katie Dailey •  daileystory@gmail.com 

cell: 586-202-8644   •  office: 586-727-3155  •  email: firstunitedcc@outlook.com 


