
June 21 2020 - Father’s Day
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Year A
Third Sunday after Pentecost 
(Proper 7)

Lectionary Readings:
Genesis 21:8-21 with Psalm 
86:1-10, 16-17 or
Jeremiah 20:7-13 with Psalm 
69:7-10, (11-15), 16-18
Romans 6:1b-11
Matthew 10:24-39

Elie Wiesel (Holocaust 
survivor) dedicated his life to 
the fight against all hatred, 
and for the affirmation that 
every man and woman carries 
with them dignity, formed in 
the image of God. During his 
life, Wiesel was called a 
messenger of peace, a 
humanitarian and a survivor. 
When asked, he liked to call 
himself simply, a witness. 
And as a witness, Wiesel said, 
it was his duty to never let 
those who suffered be 
forgotten. "Silence 
encourages the tormentor, 
never the tormented," he 
said. "Sometimes we must 
interfere.”  I was blessed to 
have met him in person when 
I was in seminary.  Loved 
meeting him and love his 
writings  

A young woman with a very serious 
case of hives went to a specialist for 
relief. She had suffered for some 

time, living in continual pain 
because the hives covered much of 
her body. She needed healing, and 
hoped that the doctor could 
prescribe a cure. But his diagnosis 
surprised her. "There is no 
medicine I can give you," he told 
her. "You see, your skin is crying 
because you cannot."    
We have all experienced pain.  And 
it has appeared on the doorstep of 
our heart in a variety of ways; our 
life (or our world) takes a left turn, 
or we find ourself emotionally 
overdrawn (literally heart-weary), 
or for whatever reason, we 
continue to feel small.  From this 
tug of war, our hives can be a 
metaphor for any number of things 
that afflict us. But in the end, we 
run or we shut down, because we 
see our pain and our brokenness as 
blemishes—our fault line and our 
shame. Something to hide. 
But this I know to be true: Whether 
it is conflict or sorrow or grief or 
anxiety or self-pity, I cannot bury 
pain without mortgaging 
something else to keep it hidden. 
In the end, I live life "shunting 
back and forth between my pain 
and my defenses." (Merle Shain) 
Or, as Richard Rohr reminds us, “If 
we do not transform our pain, we 
will most assuredly transmit it.” 
This week I’m watching the ways 
we all carry pain, in a week where 
the news can leave us feeling 
heartbroken, helpless, fearful, 
enraged or disgusted. Or, just 
dizzy. And it doesn’t help if I see 
pain only as my enemy or source of 
shame.   
An old Cherokee is teaching his 
grandson about life. “A fight is 
going on inside me,” he tells the 
boy. “It is a relentless fight that 
takes a toll, and it is between two 
wolves. One wolf is evil – he is 
rage, envy, sorrow, regret, greed, 
arrogance, self-pity, guilt, 
resentment, inferiority, lies, false 
pride, superiority, and ego.” 
He continues, “The other wolf is 
good – he is joy, peace, love, hope, 
serenity, humility, kindness, 
benevolence, empathy, generosity, 
truth, compassion, and faith. And 
this same fight is going on inside 
you – and inside every other 
person, too.” 
The grandson thinks about what 
his Grandfather tells him for a 

minute and then asks, “Which wolf 
will win?” 
The old Cherokee replies, “The one 
you feed the most.”   
Yes, there are parts of ourselves 
that we do not like, or do not 
understand, or avoid, or bury. 
There's nothing new about that. 
Except that we fuel the fire with an 
assumption that our priority is 
to fix the problem. Or at the very 
least, to look good trying. 
Sometimes we hide. Sometimes we 
pretend. Sometimes we get busy 
being helpful to others. And 
sometimes we go to a specialist for 
advice. 
I have nothing against specialists. 
(I've spent a fair amount of money 
on a few.) It's just that when we 
believe the solution is disease-
removal, we tinker and trade one 
infomercial or Bible verse or well-
intentioned guru  for another, 
believing that there is beauty only 
after the fix. 
It sounds like the Islamic parable 
about the man who loses his camel, 
but spends all of his time looking 
for the rope. 
I know the fight to be impervious 
(heart in a fortress and picture-
perfect. To be chagrinned by my 
pain and by my tears. So, I worked 
so hard at unruffled theology and 
emotional solutions for that pain, 
and I unwittingly transmitted it. 
Because here’s the deal: I missed 
the beauty. I did not see the power 
of the gift. 
This isn’t easy, to embrace pain, or 
all that is vulnerable and broken 
within us. But that, Bryan 
Stevenson reminds us, is when 
healing begins. “I guess I’d always 
known but never fully considered 
that being broken is what makes us 
human. We all have our reasons. 
Sometimes we’re fractured by the 
choices we make; sometimes we’re 
shattered by things we would never 
have chosen. But our brokenness is 
also the source of our common 
humanity, the basis for our shared 
search for comfort, meaning, and 
healing. Our shared vulnerability 
and imperfection nurtures and 
sustains our capacity for 
compassion.  We have a choice. We 
can embrace our humanness, 
which means embracing our 
broken natures and the 
compassion that remains our best 



hope for healing. Or we can deny 
our brokenness, forswear 
compassion, and, as a result, deny 
our own humanity… But simply 
punishing the broken—walking 
away from them or hiding them 
from sight—only ensures that they 
remain broken and we do, too. 
There is no wholeness outside of 
our reciprocal humanity… 
Embracing our brokenness creates 
a need for mercy.” (Bryan is a 
lawyer, social justice activist, and 
founder of the Equal Justice 
Initiative and the National 
Memorial for Peace and Justice 
and author of Just Mercy.)     

CBC 1 Ideas
Writer Doris Lessing grew 
up in white Southern 
Rhodesia where she 
became an astute observer 
of the ways ordinary people 
learn to cling to extreme 
beliefs.  In her 1985 CBC 
Massey Lecture, the Nobel 
laureate shares her insights 
on identity politics, 
highlighting divisions we 
can still see all around us.
   You may have noted that 
I am a radio person.  And 
from now until the  
November election I won’t 
be watching any TV and 
the political ads.  CBC 
Massey Lectures are the 
best and can be listened to 
over and over.

Father’s Day is Sunday
Celebrate & Enjoy - Our 
Worship will be based on 
Be Not Afraid.

Prayers of the People: 
For fathers everywhere, who 
have given us life and love, that 
we may show them respect and 
love.
Holy God, hear this prayer for 
our fathers.
For fathers who have lost a child 
through death, that their faith 
may give them hope, and their 
family and friends support and 
console them
Holy God, hear this prayer for 
our fathers that mourn.
For men who may or may not 
have children of their own, but 
act like a father to someone in 
need of advice, support, 
nurturing, and love.
Holy God, hear this prayer for 
our father figures.
For step-fathers who have 
assumed that role with love and 
joy, who have loved the children 
of another as their own, and 
created a new family.
Holy God, hear this prayer for 
step-fathers.
For adoptive fathers, who have 
heard the call of God to lovingly 
step forward for those that need 
their care.
Holy God, hear this prayer for 
adoptive fathers.
For fathers who have been 
unable to be a source of 
strength, who have not 
responded to the needs of their 
children, and have not sustained 
their families.

Holy God, have mercy on 
absentee fathers.
For fathers who struggle with 
temptation, violence, or 
addiction. For those who do 
harm, and for those whom they 
have harmed.
Holy God, have mercy on 
fathers that struggle.
For new fathers, full of hope. 
For long-time fathers, full of 
wisdom. For the fathers yet to 
be, and fathers soon to be.
Holy God, hear our prayer for 
the fathers of your Church.
For those that have shaped our 
lives without claim of family or 
kinship. For those who have 
taught us, guided us, shaped us 
and molded us into servants of 
Christ our Lord.
Holy God, hear our prayer for 
the fathers of our faith. Amen.

Just so you know the restrictions 
about getting back into the 
building are many.  They include 
signing in, having temp taken, 
distancing and wearing mask, no 
singing or out loud praying, 
removal of Bibles and Hymnals.  
Coming in only 1 door so that the 
above can be controlled.  And 
wherever anyone sits will need to 
be sanitized after every use.  It is 
not simply opening the doors.  


